The origin of this paper is the fear expressed by many worthy persons that the progress of the knowledge of the natural man, and especially the growth of physiology, tends towards a practical infidelity, which will loosen the bonds of morality, and hand humanity over to an unrestricted hedonism.
Pure and unmitigated self-indulgence, it is asserted, is the certain and inevitable outcome of physiological knowledge, with theistic tendencies. If man is the product of evolution, and the character of the individual is formed for him by his ancestors, why then, it is said, he is released from all responsibility of action; his life here is hedonism so far as is attainable, and hereafter he becomes simply a log for hell fire. Such, without any rhetorical display, is the view taken by many persons of the future of humanity. The objections of these persons to the pursuit of the knowledge of the natural man are based on the view that such knowledge tends to undermine practical morality, and to turn the aims of humanity towards mere sensuous indulgence.
But are the facts with them ? I believe that the creed of the physiologist is the most practical, the gravest, and, in certain senses, the grimmest that has yet been evolved in the history of humanity. Instead of luring man into a conviction of irre-sponsibility, it points out to him the grave responsibility of every action, and the impossibility of escaping the consequences of deeds done. Just as he knows that a breach of the physical law of gravitation is followed by consequences 
